Evidence for Prosecution.
John Webster
Examination continued—From your experience you can tell
me whether that 3.21 grains would be a fatal dose?—Yes, 2 grains
is a possible fatal dose. I have 2 grains of arsenic here. ^ That
represents the amount found in the liver alone. I have given so
far the amount of arsenic I found in the specimens submitted to
me. I also found traces of arsenic in the muscles and akin.
I want you to tell me this—from your experience—if tte
whole of the body had been submitted to you, do you think you
would have found even more arsenic?—Undoubtedly I do.
In your experience have you ever found arsenic in ail the
organs such as you found here—the kidneys, the liver, the ileum,
the caecum, and so on—arsenic in all the organs, except in a case
of arsenical poisoning?—No, I have not. (Shown exhibit con-
taining Mr. Martin's urine.) I have tested that urine and I
found arsenic present. I found l/33rd of a grain in the amount
of urine sent to me, which was 17J ounces. It is quite easy to
estimate that quantity.
Is that what you call a mere trace, or is it a measurable
quantity?—No, it is a good deal more than a trace; it is an
appreciable quantity.
Can you measure that with certainty?—Yes, I can estimate
it with certainty. The tests I applied are accurate tests. I also
made an examination of a number of articles sent to me in a
hamper by Chief Inspector Crutchett, In an envelope found on
the prisoner's person, exhibit No. 32, there was a packet con-
taining white powder. I examined that powder. I found that
that little packet contained 3f grains of white arsenic. I
examined, secondly, a brown paper packet labelled " arsenic/*
and I found it contained nearly three ounces of grey powder,
which I found to be arsenic coloured with a little charcoal. That
is exhibit No. 33. The arsenic in that case is mixed with char-
coal according to the statute under which it is sold. I examined
the contents of the bottle, exhibit No. 26, and I found it contained
one fluid ounce of a dark brown liquid, which had the odour of
paraffin, and it was found to be a strong alkaline solution of
arsenic. I also examined the cognac bottle, marked et Poison—
weed-killer." I found that it contained about one-third of an
ounce of yellowish brown liquid, which was a strong alkaline solu-
tion of arsenic. In the hamper there were a number of other
empty bottles of homoeopathic medicines. I tested the contents
of a number of those bottles. Exhibits Nos. 37 and 38 were the
only two bottles that contained arsenic, with the exception of those
already mentioned. Taking No. 37 first, that is labelled " Arson,
alb. 3X,?J I tested the contents of that bottle, and I found it
contained 12.5 milligram^ of arsenic in one fluid ounce.
By Mr. justice darling—It would take fifteen of those
bottles to contain three grains. One would have to take ten of
them to take a fatal dose.
Examination continued—It ft made up in alcohol.
151

